[Modern imaging as a "biomarker": no patient without echocardiography?]
A "biomarker" is measures something quantitatively or qualitatively, and this improves clinical decision-making. Echocardiography is therefore also a "biomarker". It provides information on anatomy, function and haemodynamics. Echocardiography can provide important information for almost all cardiovascular diseases in emergency and intensive care medicine: acute coronary syndrome, myocardial infarction, heart failure, pulmonary embolism, sepsis, endocarditis, stroke, etc. All patients with dyspnea, chest pain, respiratory insufficiency, sepsis and after resuscitation must receive echocardiography. Conventional biomarkers complete the picture here-to enable optimal diagnosis and therapy.